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Kiyomi Akita is a professor at the Department of Teaching, Curriculum and Leaming Environment, Graduate School of Educafion, The
University of Tokyo, Japan. She holds a concurrent appointment as Director, Center for School Education at Tokyo University. Professor
Akita plays a very active and leading role in several academic and professional associations as well as at the Japanese Ministry of
Education. She is the President of the Japan Sociefy of Research on Early Childhood Care and Education and the Japan Reading
Association. She is a member of the Japanese National Academy of Science, Psychology and Education and is the current chalr of the
education section of the Academy. She is also a member of the National Education Council for School Education curriculum at the
Japanese Ministry of Education and a Councillor at the National Insfitute for Educational Policy Research. Professor Akita has published
widely in the areas of reading, childhood education, teacher inquiry and Lesson Study in Japan.
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